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Introduction

The 86th Texas Legislature, 2019, passed House Bill 3, amending the Texas Education Code (TEC),
§28.025(c) and adding new TEC, §28.0256, to require a student to complete a financial aid application,
Free Application for lederalSudent Aid (FAFSADr Texas Application for State Financial AIASFAN

order to graduate.

In accordance with TEC, §28.0256(b), a student is not required to comply with the financial aid
application requirement if the student’s parent or guardian submits a sigpedwat form authorizing
the student to decline to complete and submit a financial aid application. The student may submit the






(For draftform, seeAppendixB.) The committee furtherecommends provision of guidance to
accompanythe opt-out form which will support districts in creating logadliciesand processes



ProposedProceduregior TASFA Data Collection

o Require institutions of higher education to accept the TASFA tity\studenteligibility
for state financial aid.

o Establish an online TASFA (e.g., an online, fillable PDF, printable foreyltbets all
data necessary to calculate an Expected Family Contributicnda® number that
colleges use to determine how much financial aicapplicant is eligible to receive,
following federal methodology faronsistery and u® that template as the standard
form.

Development and Costs

o The86" Texas Legislature appropriatéehding for the development and nr#enance
of the online TASFA.

Recommendations fofechnical and Functional Revisions

0 Include a privacy statement on the online TASFA that assures the state will not share
information with any institution other than those identified by the applicant.

o Offer a Spanish language translation as an option for the application.

0 Include helpful popup informationon the online TASF#Aat explains the questions and



Appendix A

Committee Roster

Name

Title

Employer

Alan Pixley

Director Financial Aid

Collin County Community College

Carol Stevens

Counselor Specialist

Region 15

Christina Rodriguez

Head Counselor

Weslaco High School

Claudette Jenks

Director, College Access

Texas Higher Education Coordinatin|
Board

Daniel Gray

Nora Cargo

Senior Director of Road to College
Career

nd
Uplift Education

Director ofScholarships and Veterans

Services



Financial Aid Application Gt Form

Financiahid applicationanform postsecondarynstitutions’ decisionsabout studenteligibility for federal,state,and
institutional funds. Financial aid
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