
(1111(b)(2)(C), 34 CFR §200.5(b)). This exception allows grade 8  students  enrolled in an 

advanced mathematics course who have been administered the corresponding State of Texas 

Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR

®

) end- of - course  (EOC)  assessment to be 

exempted from t he grade- level  assessment.  

 

Texas is seeking to expand the exception beyond grade 8 students enrolled in advanced 

mathematics courses to include all middle school students who are administered an EOC  

assessment for mathematics, English language arts, or sc ience. This expansion would increase 

opportunit ies  for all Texas students to take advanced coursework in middle school ( 34 CFR 

§200.5(b)(4))  and reduce barriers  to access  advanced courses. Broadening the exception would 

support TEA’s commitment to ensure that students continue to receive challenging coursework 

and that  Texas schools are held accountable for improving the achievement of all students.   

 

Waiver Request Plan  
State educational agencies seeking a waiver are required to include a plan addressing the 
requirements of section 8401(b) of ESSA. 
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assessed in high school with one of these assessments in the applicable subject area. 
 
Section 1111(b)(2)(B)(v)(II) of ESSA requires students to be assessed in science at least once 
from third through fifth grades, at least once from sixth through ninth grades, and at least once 
from tenth through twelfth grades. The approval of this waiver would not affect the assessment 
requirement for third through fifth grades. For middle school, students will be administered either 
the STAAR® grade 8 science, or if the student is enrolled in an advanced science course, the 
corresponding EOC assessment. Students completing an advanced science course in middle 
school will be assessed again using the ACT Science assessment in grades 11 and 12. 
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Baccalaureate, dual enrollment, and other college credit opportunities. These programs 
reinforce equity in postsecondary access by providing all Texas students with free or low-cost 
access to college and career readiness opportunities prior to high school graduation. 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation of Implementation Effectiveness�ŠESEA, §8401(b)(1)(D) 
TEA 
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cumbersome double-testing requirements, TEA will provide more effective support to better 
assist LEAs in improving student outcomes. 
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