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Credit by Exam  
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.25.htm#25.007
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm#28.023
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter074/ch074c.html#74.24
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6. What CBEs are available for courses in Grades 6-12?  

This can vary from district to district.  

TAC §74.24(c)(1) requires the school district board of trustees to approve for each high school course, to 
the extent available, at least four examinations. The school district or the provider of the 
assessment must certify that the CBE meets all the requirements in TEC §28.023 and TAC 
§74.24(c)(2)-(4). 

These must include College Board advanced placement (AP) exams and College-Level Examination 
Program (CLEP) exams. Additional CBEs may include those developed by Texas Tech University, The 
University of Texas at Austin, the school district, or another entity. A school district must have the 
approval of the school district board of trustees to develop its own tests or to purchase examinations.  

 

7. 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter101/ch101cc.html#101.3021
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docs/ed/htm/ed.11.htm
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A school district must provide opportunities for a student who is homeless or in substitute care who 
transfers to the district after the start of the school year to be administered credit by examination at any 
point during the school year. 

 

10. When does my district offer credit by exam? 

Within the windows established by rule, the district may develop its own schedule for administering 
credit by examination as it fits their resources. The testing window must be designed to meet the needs 
of all students. The dates must be publicized in the community. If you have questions regarding the 

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=3&ti=19&pt=2
https://highschool.utexas.edu/cbe_study_guides
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/k12/cbe/review/
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• covers all assessable Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for the course; 

• has not been published or made publicly available; 

• will only be administered in a secure environment under standardized conditions by a school 
district or institution of higher education; 

• has been evaluated to ensure test scores can be interpreted as indicators of what the test is 
intended to measure; and 

• has been evaluated to ensure consistency of test results across testing conditions. 

 

14. What additional criteria apply to a CBE for a course that has an end-of-course (EOC) assessment (e.g., 
Algebra I)? 

In accordance with §TAC 74.24(c)(4), the school district or the provider of the assessment must certify, 
prior to the first administration, that the examination meets the criteria listed in #14 and has been 
externally validated and determined to  

• align to and appropriately address all assessable TEKS for the course;  

• assess the appropriate level of rigor for each student expectation; and  

• yield comparable distribution of results across tested subgroups. 

 

15. What is the audit requirement for credit by examinations? 

Texas Tech University and The University of Texas at Austin shall arrange for a third party to conduct an 
audit, on a rotating basis annually, of at least 20% of the assessments they provide (TAC §74.24(a)(3)(B)).  

In accordance with §TAC 74.24(c)(1), A school district board of trustees must approve an audit process 
to be completed for CBEs developed by the district or another provider. If the district is using 
assessments by an outside entity, the district may choose to accept the audit of the provider or conduct 
its own audit. 

 

16. A school district or provider of a CBE must make public an annual report. What information must be  
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17. What additional annual reporting is required for a CBE for a course that has an end-of-course (EOC) 
assessment (e.g., Algebra I)? 

For a CBE for a course that has an EOC assessment, and in accordance with TAC §74.24(c)(6), a school 
district or the provider of the CBE must also make public: 

• all relevant test development specifications; 

• 
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