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The number of students served through special education continues to

Increase year over yeal.

Since the 2014-15 school year, there has been a 72% increase in the
number of students served through special education.

9.2%

8.9%

8.6% 8.7%

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

. # of students served through special education

% of students served through special education compared to all students

Source data from a. Speced_dis_student23f by unique studentid total is and Windham submission. Dataset was collected as Enroliment in Oct Fall, 2023. Texas Education Agency | 2



Special education identification continues to increase,
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Note: Graphs are not on the same scale this is to show the change in student populations year over year.

Source data from a. Speced_dis_student23f by unique studentid total is and Windham submission. Dataset was collected as Enrollment in Oct Fall, 2023.



Special Education and Section 504

2023-2024 School Year

Source data from a. Speced_dis_student23f by unique studentid total is and Windham submission. Dataset was collected as Enrollment in Oct Fall, 2023.

SPED = 775,318

Sect. 504 = 400,152




Special Education Evaluations Serve as a Leading Indicator for Total Special
Education Representation
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Students identified with dyslexia continues to increase.

In the past 5 years, there has been an almost 70% increase of students identified with dyslexia. Additionally, the percent of
students with dyslexia and served through special education has more than doubled since the 2018-19 school year.
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Students identified with dyslexia continues to increase.

2018-2019 School Year 2023-2024 School Year
194,225 Total Students with Dyslexia 329,247 Total Students with Dyslexia




Primary Disabilities of Students Served Through Special Education

Data from the 2023-2024 School Year

Specific Learning Disability PARECR 35.8%

Speech/Language Impairment 137,079 MNAEL)
Autism (AYACE 16.2%
Other Health Impairment 03,130 VAL
Intellectual Disability 71,206 EERAL

Emotional Disturbance 41,870 EEA

Noncategorical Early Childhood 12,989 1.7%
Auditory Impairment 7,583 1.0%

Blind/Visual Impairment @3 678 ™
Orthopedic Impairment |3,182

Students with a primary disability of

R > < 1.0%
Traumatic Brain Injury | 1,252

Deaf/Blind |499 )

Source data from a. Speced_dis_student23f by unique studentid total and Windham submission. Dataset was collected as Enrollment in Oct Fall, 2023. Texas Education Agency | 8



Dyslexia Rule and Handbook Adopted by SBOE

* Dyslexia instruction is considered a special education service. In other words,
If a student is identified with dyslexia and is determined to need specific
dyslexia instruction/intervention, this is considered specially designed
Instruction that would lead to eligibility for special education services.

» SBOE did not alter TEA guidance that all students receiving dyslexia
Instruction under a Section 504 plan must be evaluated/re-evaluated as soon



Dyslexia Rule and Handbook Adopted by SBOE

Professional with specific knowledge regarding the reading process, dyslexia
and related disorders, and dyslexia instruction must be a part of the evaluation
team when dyslexia is a suspected disability. This person must also be a part of
an admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee when determining
eligibility for special education and related services. This person must be either:

* Alicensed dyslexia therapist (LDT);
« Someone with the most advanced dyslexia related certification (this is defined in the
handbook but is someone like a certified academic language therapist [CALT]); or

« |f the first two are not available, someone who completes the training identified in the
handbook (Texas Dyslexia Academy courses, training on the evaluation process for
specific learning disabilities)



Form: Overview of Special Education for Parents
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English Form: bit.ly/OverviewParents
Spanish Form: bit.ly/OverviewParentsSpan

Translated
into 26
languages

https.//www.spedtex.org/resources/notice-procedural-safeguards
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