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General  Information  
 
This guide provides exemplar student responses for the Texas English Language Proficiency 
Assessment System (TELPAS) online writing assessment for grade 2. It is intended to be used 
alongside the spring 2023 TELPAS reading and writing released test. Each q uestion is 
identified as it appears on the released test (question is referred to as "item" in the rubric).  
 
The  responses  you  see in  this  guide  are  student  responses  to  a writing  prompt submitted  
online during the testing window . A range of responses are included to show the progression 
of student writing from lower score points to higher score points. The response images are 
as the students typed them.  
 
The annotation that accompanies each response is written to illustrate how the language of 
the rubric is applied to each response to determine a score. A response earns a specific 
score point, based on the characteristics in that particular response. The p roficiency level of 
the student is determined by the accumulated score across a series of multiple choice and 
written responses.  The  annotation  establishes  the  link  between  a response  and  the  
associated  score point. An individual response does not necessar ily reflect a student’s 

proficiency level but reflects one piece of data that contributes to the determination of the 
student’s proficiency level.  

 
The  TELPAS proficiency  level  descriptors  (PLDs)  for  writing  and  the  writing  rubric  for  grades 
2 and 
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Grade  2  Writing  Question  and  Scored  Responses  

 Question  20  
 
 

 
 
 

Prompt  
 
¶ Tell what you see in this chart.  
¶ Choose two landforms and describe them.  
¶ Write about the landforms you have seen near where you  live  or while on a trip.  
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Score  Point  2  

 

Response  1 
 

 
 

In this response, the writer uses a limited range of language, and much of the writer’s 

academic vocabulary comes directly from the prompt. The writer uses mostly simple tenses 
with inconsistent results, switching unnecessarily from present to past tense (“I see the river,” 

“i chose river”) and adds some minor detail (“they both have fresh water”). Holistically, the 

writer does not demonstrate an ability to respond to the prompt in more than a lim ited way.  
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Score  Point  3  
 

Response  1 
 

 
 

Overall, the writer demonstrates an effective use of academic language  (“chart,” “hills,” 
“surrounded ,” “land,” “sized”) . While some vocabulary comes from the prompt, the writer adds 
a meaningful level of additional descriptive language (“surrounded by water,” “they are 

meadeam sized,” “they looked rocky”). There are some minor formatting issues, but these do 

not detract from the response. The writer uses both the present and past tense correctly (“I 

see in this chart,” “i saw mountains”) and constructs mostly s imple sentences with an emerging 
ability to build complex sentences. Overall, the writer uses varied language and shows 
sufficient grammatical command to deliver the intended message clearly.  
 
 

Response  2 
 

 
 

In this response, the writer demonstrates a mod erate variety of effective academic 
language and includes several instances of precise language (“small place were you almost 

can’t do anything”,  “the ocean covers most of the world”) which provide definitive clarity to 

the writing. There are several minor  grammatical issues (“was the lake,” “were you 

almost”), but these errors do not interfere with comprehensibility. The writer uses mostly 

simple tenses and combines sentences effectively. Overall, the writer conveys the intended 
message with some clarity.  
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Score Point 4, continued 
 

 

Response  2 
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Score Point 4, continued 
 

 

Response  4 
 

 
 

In this response, the writer uses a relevant variety of grade -appropriate social and academic 
language and elaborates on their response with an effective use of precise vocabulary (“smell 

like blossoms,” “tiny,tiny island”). There are occasional minor spelling errors, but the errors 

mostly occur with more advanced words for the grade - level (“inguries,” “squirles”). The writer 

demonstrates a genera lly correct use of tenses with a variety of longer sentences, and only 
minor grammatical errors occur throughout the response (“and has mountain all around”). The 

writer employs a wide range of descriptive detail to advance the ideas and develop the 
respon se (“trees that fill the nice air,” “where you can get trapped”). Overall, this response is 

consistent with that of a native English -speaking peer.
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Question  34  

 

Prompt  
 

¶ Imagine that you woke up yesterday to find that you had wings and could fly, but only 
for one day. Write a story about all the things you did that day and what it felt like.
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Score  Point  2  

 

Response  1 
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Score  Point  4  

Response  1 
 

 
 

In this response, the writer demonstrates a wide variety of academic and social language with 
multiple instances of descriptive and precise vocabulary (“flapped my wings,” “white pink and 
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Score Point 4, continued 
 

 

Response  4 
 

 

 
The writer’s response shows a variety of grade-appropriate language and several examples of 
precise details (“impposible to get me,” “built a MEGACASTLE,” “happy until the nightmare”). 

The writer even incorporates an effective hyperbole (“bigger than my school”). There are some 

spelling and grammatic al  errors throughout, but none of the errors impede the reader’s 

understanding of the story. The writer’s usage of simple past tense is generally consistent 
throughout , including some more advanced usage (“he could not reach me”). Although the first 

half of the response is mostly simple sentences, the writer demonstrates more complex 
sentences as the story progresses and attempts to develop dialogue which adds additional 
detail to the response. The lack of approp riate dialogue punctuation does not interfere with 
comprehensibility. Overall, this writer’s story is consistent with  that of native English -speaking 
peers.   

 

 


