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STAAR Strand 1 – Oral Language Skills

Grade 4 TEKS Knowledge and Skills Statement/STAAR-Tested Student Expectations

Developing and sustaining foundational language skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking--vocabulary. The student uses 
newly acquired vocabulary expressively. The student is expected to:

(A) use print or digital resources to determine meaning, syllabication, and pronunciation;
(B) use context within and beyond a sentence to determine the relevant meaning of unfamiliar words or multiple-meaning words;
���&�����G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���D�Q�G���X�V�H���Z�R�U�G�V���Z�L�W�K���D�I�¿�[�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���P�L�V�������V�X�E���������P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G�����L�W�\���W�\���D�Q�G���U�R�R�W�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���D�X�W�R�����J�U�D�S�K�����D�Q�G���P�H�W�H�U�����D�Q�G
���'�����L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\�����X�V�H�����D�Q�G���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���K�R�P�R�S�K�R�Q�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���U�H�L�J�Q���U�D�L�Q��

Prerequisite Skills/Links to TEKS Vertical Alignment

 �'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���V�N�L�O�O�V�����O�L�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J�����V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J�����U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�����Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J�����Y�R�F�D�E�X�O�D�U�\�����7�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���X�V�H�V��
�Q�H�Z�O�\���D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G���Y�R�F�D�E�X�O�D�U�\���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�O�\�����7�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R��

• use print or digital resources to determine meaning, syllabication, and pronunciation (3)
• use context within and beyond a sentence to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and multiple-meaning words (3)
• �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���D�Q�G���X�V�H���Z�R�U�G�V���Z�L�W�K���D�I�¿�[�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���L�P�������L�Q�W�R�������Q�R�Q�������G�L�V�������L�Q�������Q�R�W�����Q�R�Q�������S�U�H���������Q�H�V�V�������\�����D�Q�G�����I�X�O��������
• identify, use, and explain the meaning of antonyms, synonyms, idioms, homophones, and homographs in a text (3)
• use print or digital resources to determine meaning and pronunciation of unknown words (2)
• use context within and beyond a sentence to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words (2)
• �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���D�Q�G���X�V�H���Z�R�U�G�V���Z�L�W�K���D�I�¿�[�H�V���X�Q�������U�H���������O�\�������H�U�����D�Q�G�����H�V�W�����F�R�P�S�D�U�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���V�X�S�H�U�O�D�W�L�Y�H�������D�Q�G�����L�R�Q���W�L�R�Q���V�L�R�Q��������
• identify, use, and explain the meaning of antonyms, synonyms, idioms, and homographs in context (2)
• �X�V�H���D���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���V�X�F�K���D�V���D���S�L�F�W�X�U�H���G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���R�U���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���W�R���¿�Q�G���Z�R�U�G�V��������
• use illustrations and texts the student is able to read or hear to learn or clarify word meanings (1)
• �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���Z�R�U�G�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�I�¿�[�H�V�����V�������H�G�����D�Q�G�����L�Q�J��������
• identify and use words that name actions, directions, positions, sequences, categories, and locations (1)
• �X�V�H���D���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���V�X�F�K���D�V���D���S�L�F�W�X�U�H���G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���R�U���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���W�R���¿�Q�G���Z�R�U�G�V�����.��
• �X�V�H���L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�H�[�W�V���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���L�V���D�E�O�H���W�R���U�H�D�G���R�U���K�H�D�U���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���R�U���F�O�D�U�L�I�\���Z�R�U�G���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�V�����.��
• identify and use words that name actions; directions; positions; sequences; categories such as colors, shapes, and textures; and 

�O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����.��
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STAAR Strand 2 – Comprehension Skills

Grade 4 TEKS Knowledge and Skills Statement/STAAR-Tested Student Expectations

Comprehension skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The student uses metacognitive skills to 
both develop and deepen comprehension of increasingly complex texts. The student is expected to:

(E) make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society;
(F) make inferences and use evidence to support understanding;
(
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STAAR Strand 3 – Response Skills

Grade 4 TEKS Knowledge and Skills Statement/STAAR-Tested Student Expectations

Response skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The student responds to an increasingly 
challenging variety of sources that are read, heard, or viewed. The student is expected to:

(C) use text evidence to support an appropriate response;
���'�����U�H�W�H�O�O�����S�D�U�D�S�K�U�D�V�H�����R�U���V�X�P�P�D�U�L�]�H���W�H�[�W�V���L�Q���Z�D�\�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���O�R�J�L�F�D�O���R�U�G�H�U��

Prerequisite Skills/Links to TEKS Vertical Alignment

 �5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���V�N�L�O�O�V�����O�L�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J�����V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J�����U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�����Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���X�V�L�Q�J���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���W�H�[�W�V�����7�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�V���W�R���D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�L�Q�J��
�Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���U�H�D�G�����K�H�D�U�G�����R�U���Y�L�H�Z�H�G�����7�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R��

• use text evidence to support an appropriate response (3)
• retell and paraphrase texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order (3)
• use text evidence to support an appropriate response (2)
• retell and paraphrase texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order (2)
• use text evidence to support an appropriate response (1)
• retell texts in ways that maintain meaning (1)
• �X�V�H���W�H�[�W���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����.��
• �U�H�W�H�O�O���W�H�[�W�V���L�Q���Z�D�\�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�����.��
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STAAR Strand 4 – Literary Elements and Genres

Grade 4 TEKS Knowledge and Skills Statement/STAAR-Tested Student Expectations
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Prerequisite Skills/Links to TEKS Vertical Alignment

 • describe plot elements, including the main events, the problem, and the resolution, for texts read aloud and independently (1)
• describe the setting (1)
• �G�L�V�F�X�V�V���W�R�S�L�F�V���D�Q�G���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H���E�D�V�L�F���W�K�H�P�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�H�[�W���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���D�G�X�O�W���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����.��
• �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���D�Q�G���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���V�������.��
• describe the elements of plot development, including the main events, the problem, and the resolution for texts read aloud with adult 

�D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����.��
• �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���W�K�H���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�����.��
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Prerequisite Skills/Links to TEKS Vertical Alignment

 • �G�L�V�F�X�V�V���U�K�\�P�H���D�Q�G���U�K�\�W�K�P���L�Q���Q�X�U�V�H�U�\���U�K�\�P�H�V���D�Q�G���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���S�R�H�P�V�����.��
• �G�L�V�F�X�V�V���P�D�L�Q���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���L�Q���G�U�D�P�D�����.��
• recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including:

���L�����W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���L�G�H�D���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���D�G�X�O�W���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����.��
���L�L�����W�L�W�O�H�V���D�Q�G���V�L�P�S�O�H���J�U�D�S�K�L�F�V���W�R���J�D�L�Q���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����.��
���L�L�L�����W�K�H���V�W�H�S�V���L�Q���D���V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���D�G�X�O�W���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����.��
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STAAR Strand 5 – Author’s Purpose and Craft

Grade 4 TEKS Knowledge and Skills Statement/STAAR-Tested Student Expectations

Author’s purpose and craft: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The student uses critical inquiry 
�W�R���D�Q�D�O�\�]�H���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�V�¶���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���W�H�[�W�V�����7�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���D�Q�D�O�\�]�H�V���D�Q�G��
applies author’s craft purposefully in order to develop his or her own products and performances. The student is expected to:

(A) explain the author’s purpose and message within a text;
���&�����D�Q�D�O�\�]�H���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�¶�V���X�V�H���R�I���S�U�L�Q�W���D�Q�G���J�U�D�S�K�L�F���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V��
���'�����G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���K�R�Z���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�¶�V���X�V�H���R�I���L�P�D�J�H�U�\�����O�L�W�H�U�D�O���D�Q�G���¿�J�X�U�D�W�L�Y�H���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���V�X�F�K���D�V���V�L�P�L�O�H���D�Q�G���P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U�����D�Q�G���V�R�X�Q�G���G�H�Y�L�F�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V��
�D�O�O�L�W�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�V�V�R�Q�D�Q�F�H���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�V���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V�����D�Q�G
���(�����L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���G�H�Y�L�F�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���¿�U�V�W�����R�U���W�K�L�U�G���S�H�U�V�R�Q���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���Y�L�H�Z��

Prerequisite Skills/Links to TEKS Vertical Alignment
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Prerequisite Skills/Links to TEKS Vertical Alignment

 • edit drafts with adult assistance using standard English conventions, including:
���L�����F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�V�����.��
���L�L�����Y�H�U�E�V�����.��
���L�L�L�����V�L�Q�J�X�O�D�U���D�Q�G���S�O�X�U�D�O���Q�R�X�Q�V�����.��
���L�Y�����D�G�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V�����.��
���Y�����S�U�H�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����.��
���Y�L�����S�U�R�Q�R�X�Q�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�����R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�����D�Q�G���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�Y�H���F�D�V�H�V�����.��
���Y�L�L�����F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���O�H�W�W�H�U���L�Q���D���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���Q�D�P�H�����.��
���Y�L�L�L�����S�X�Q�F�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���P�D�U�N�V���D�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�Y�H���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�V�����.��
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