ELPS-TELPAS Proficiency Level Descriptors

Kindergarten through Grade 12 Listening

Beginning Intermediate Advanced Advanced High
Advanced EB students have the ability
to understand, with second language

acquisition support, grade-appropriate

Beginning EB students have little or no Intermediate EB students have the
ability to understand spoken English ability to understand simple, high-

used in academic and social settings. frequency spoken English used in
routine academic and social settings.
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ELPS-TELPAS Proficiency Level Descriptors
Kindergarten through Grade 12 Speaking

Beginning Intermediate Advanced Advanced High
Beginning EB students have little or no Intermediate EB students have the Advanced EB students have the ability Advanced High EB students have the
ability to speak English in academic and | ability to speak in a simple manner to speak using grade-appropriate ability to speak using grade-appropriate
social settings. using English commonly heard in English, with second language English, with minimal second language
routine academic and social settings. acquisition support, in academic and acquisition support, in academic and
social settings. social settings.

These students:

* mainly speak using single words and
short phrases consisting of recently
practiced, memorized, or highly familiar
material to get immediate needs met;
may be hesitant to speak and often give
up in their attempts to communicate

= speak using a very limited bank of high-
frequency, high-need, concrete
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ELPS-TELPAS Proficiency Level Descriptors
Kindergarten and Grade 1 Reading

Intermediate Advanced

Beginning

Advanced High

Intermediate EB students have a limited
ability to use the English language to
build foundational reading skills.

Beginning EB students have little or no
ability to use the English language to
build foundational reading skills.

Advanced EB students have the ability
to use the English language, with
second language acquisition support, to

Advanced High EB students have the
ability to use the English language, with
minimal second language acquisition

These students:

derive little or no meaning from grade-
appropriate stories read aloud in English,
unless the stories are:

o read in short “chunks”

o controlled to include the little English
they know such as language that is high
frequency, concrete, and recently
practiced

0 accompanied by ample visual supports
such as illustrations, gestures,
pantomime, and objects and by
linguistic supports such as careful
enunciation and slower speech

begin to recognize and understand
environmental print in English (e.g., signs,
labeled items, names of peers, logos)

have difficulty decoding most grade-
appropriate English text because they:”

o0 understand the meaning of very few
words in English

o struggle significantly with sounds in
spoken English words and with sound-
symbol relationships due to differences
between their primary language and
English

These students:

» demonstrate limited comprehension (key
words and general meaning) of grade-
appropriate stories read aloud in English,
unless the stories include:

o predictable story lines
o highly familiar topics

o primarily high-frequency, concrete
vocabulary

o short, simple sentences

o visual and linguistic supports

regularly recognize and understand
common environmental print in English
(e.g., signs, labeled items, names of peers,
logos)

have difficulty decoding grade-
appropriate English text because they:”

0 understand the meaning of only those
English words they hear frequently

o struggle with some sounds in English
words and some sound-symbol
relationships due to differences
between their primary language and
English

build foundational reading skills.

These students:

» demonstrate comprehension of most
main points and most supporting ideas in
grade-appropriate stories read aloud in
English, although they may still depend
on visual and linguistic supports to gain or
confirm meaning

* recognize some basic English vocabulary
and high-frequency words in isolated
print
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support, to build foundational reading
skills.



ELPS-TELPAS Proficiency Level Descriptors
Grades 2-12 Reading

Beginning Intermediate Advanced Advanced High

Beginning EB students have little or no
ability to read and understand English
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ELPS-TELPAS Proficiency Level Descriptors
Grades 2-12 Writing
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